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CANADA  TO  EXTEND  FURTHER 
AID  TO  WHEAT  EXPORTS 

The  Canadian  Government  plans  to  increase  the  range  and  effectiveness  of 
the  Export  Credit  Insurance  Act  of  19hk,  according  to  a  statement  in  the  Speech 
from  the  Throne  at  the  opening  of  the  Canadian  Parliament  January  16. 

Legislation  enacted  early  in  1958  assisted  Canadian  wheat  export  sales 
by  authorizing  the  Export  Credits  Insurance  Corporation  to  accept  insurance 
liabilities  up  to  $200  million  instead  of  $100  million,  which  was  the  previous 
limit. 

In  addition  to  its  usual  contributions  of  wheat  under  the  Colombo  Plan, 
the  Canadian  Government  in  January  1958  undertook  to  supply  Canadian  wheat 
worth  $50  million  to  Commonwealth  countries  in  South  Asia  on  loan  or  grant 
basis.    Under  that  program,  the  major  longterm  loan  for  purchase  of  wheat  was 
made  to  India  for  a  10-year  period.    Credit  to  non -Commonwealth  countries  for 
the  purchase  of  wheat  has  been  generally  limited  to  periods  of  not  more  than 
2  years. 
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U.  K.'s  CIGARETTE 
EXPORTS  STEADY 

Cigarette  exports  from  the  United  Kingdom  during  the  first  9 
months  of  1958  totaled  27.2  million  pounds,  compared  with  27. 0 
million  for  the  comparable  period  of  1957*    Exports  in  both  periods 
were  well  below  the  30.3  million  pounds  shipped  out  in  January- 
September  1956. 

Commonwealth  countries  took  75  percent  of  total  cigarette 
exports  in  both  January-September  1957  and  1958.    Other  principal 
markets  included  West  Germany,  France,  Sudan,  and  the  Arabian 
States .    Exports  to  the  Belgian  Congo  dropped  sharply  both  in  1957 
and  1958«    Within  the  Commonwealth,  exports  to  New  Zealand  and 
Ghana  have  dropped  sharply  since  1956. 


CIGARETTES:    United  Kingdom,  exports  by  country  of 
destination,  January-September  1956-58 


Country  of  destination 


January -Sept ember 


1956 


1958 


:  1,000 

:  pounds 

C  ommonwealth :  : 

Singapore  :  7,336 

Malaya  :  5,293 

Hong  Kong  :  1,278 

New  Zealand  :  1,108 

Ghana  :  1,1*22 

Other  :  5,718 

Non-Commonwealth:  : 

Germany,  West  :  1,588 

France  :  85O 

Sudan  :  723 

Egypt  ..:  199 

Arabian  States  :  87^ 

Iraq  :  222 

Belgian  Congo  :  1,510 

Other  :  2,l6l 

Total  :  30,282 


1,000 
pounds 

5,950 
5,560 
1,2^6 
1*82 

99 
7,028 

1,372 
1,05^ 

983 
3 

873 
328 
11 
2,237 


27,226 


Source:    Commonwealth  Economic  Committee,  Tobacco  Intelligence. 
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ICELAND -CUBA  TRADE  AGREEMENT 
INCLUDES  CIGARS 

A  recent  trade  agreement  between  Cuba  and  Iceland  which  will  remain  in 
force  until  December  31,  196 1,  provides  among  other  things  that  Iceland  will 
import  at  least  $5,000  worth  of  Cuban  cigars  per  year. 

ITALIAN  LEAF  EXPORTS  CONTINUE 
HIGH  IN  1958 

Exports  of  Italian  leaf  tobacco,  according  to  Monopoly  data,  totaled 
nearly  18  million  pounds  during  January- June  1958,  compared  with  21.9  million 
pounds  shipped  out  in  the  full  year  1957'    Burley  tobacco  was  the  principal 
kind  exported  during  both  periods,  but  substantial  amounts  of  flue-cured, 
fire-cured,  and  oriental  also  went  abroad. 

Principal  destinations  in  January-June  1958  included:    West  Germany,  2.8 
million  pounds;  the  United  States,  2.6  million;  the  Netherlands,  Egypt,  and 
the  Belgian  Congo,  1.7  million  each;  Portugal,  1.6  million;  and  Switzerland, 
1.5  million  pounds.    West  Germany  and  Portugal  were  the  largest  outlets  for 
Burley  leaf.    The  United  Kingdom,  Egypt,  the  Netherlands,  and  Belgium  took 
most  of  the  flue-cured.    U.S.  purchases  were  exclusively  oriental  tobacco. 
The  Belgian  Congo  was  the  largest  market  for  fire-cured. 

TOBACCO,  UNMANUFACTURED:    Italy,  exports  by  kind, 
calendar  1957  and  January -June  1958 


1957  : 

January -June  1958 

Country  of  ] 

destination  ] 

Burley : 

Flue-] 

Fire- ] 

Other ] 

Burley: 

Flue- ] 

Fire-  ] 

Other 

cured] 

cured] 

1/  : 

cured] 

cured] 

1/ 

Germany,  West  

5.9  ' 

•5  : 

.2  • 

.h  • 

2.2  i 

.2  - 

.  j- 

•  3 

Netherlands  

.6 

•  7  ' 

1.7 

.k 

-  .k 

.5 

.6 

:  .2 

United  Kingdom  

:    .7  ' 

'  2/ 

.6  • 

France  

:  .3 

•  .9 

'  H 

Belgium  

:  .6 

•  .1 

:  .1 

:  .5 

:  .5 

:  .1 

Switzerland.  

:  .2 

'  2/ 

;  £/ 

'  1.3 

:  .6 

:  .3 

•  2/ 

:  .6 

Portugal  

•  1.2 

'  2/ 

:  1.3 

•  3 

!  H 

Egypt  

:  .2 

:  .2 

'  .3 

:  .7 

:  .5 

:  .k 

•  2/ 

Belgian  Congo  

:  .3 

.9 

:  -3 

:  l.h 

United  States  

:  3-0 

1  2.6 

Other  

:  .1 

:  .5 

:  '  -9 

:  .6 

:  .3 

•  .3 

:  1.2 

Total  

i  9M 

:  2.7 

!  h.i 

:  5.7 

:  6.9 

:  3.2 

\  2.8 

1  5-0 

Source:     Italian  Tobacco  Monopoly. 
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WEST  GERMANY  IMPORTING  MORE  TOBACCO  LEAF 

West  German  imports  of  duty-paid  unmanufactured  tobacco  rose  in  the  first 
9  months  of  1958  to  125.5  million  pounds.    Duty-paid  imports  (which  indicate 
usings)  were  more  than  2  million  pounds  above  comparable  1957  imports.  Imports 
of  U.S.  leaf,  however,  were  slightly  below  those  in  January-September  1957. 

The  most  significant  increases  in  imports  were  in  takings  from  Italy, 
India,  Canada,  Japan,  Communist  China,  Thailand,  and  the  Federation  of  Rhodesia 
and  Nyasaland.    These  countries,  which  export  U.S. -seed  types  of  tobacco,  all 
showed  substantial  rises  over  January-September  1957 • 

Increased  takings  of  Italian  leaf  are  also  significant,  as  Italy  and  West 
Germany  are  members  of  the  European  Economic  Community  (Common  Market).  In 
the  first  9  months  of  1958 ,  a  small  quantity  of  unmanufactured  tobacco  was 
imported  from  the  Cameroon.    Clearance  of  this  leaf  was  most  significant,  as 
under  the  European  Common  Market  treaty  tobacco  from  this  French  protectorate, 
as  well  as  from  Italy,  will  eventually  enter  West  Germany  duty-free. 

TOBACCO,  UNMANUFACTURED:    West  Germany,  duty-paid  imports  by  country 
of  origin,  January -September  1957  and  1958 


January-September 


Country  of  origin 


1957 


1958 


United  States  

Greece  

Turkey  

Bulgaria  

Yugoslavia  

U.S.S.R  

Brazil  

Colombia  

Indonesia  

Dominican  Republic. 

Cuba  

Italy  

India.  

Canada  

Japan  

Rhode  s  ias -Ny as  aland , 

China,  Mainland  

Thailand  

Other  


Total. 


1,000  lb. 

k"(  ,2Qk 
28,006 
10,0^3 
3,377 
1,293 
1,513 
7^16 
5,229 
5,008 
3,852 
1,379 
3,629 
151 
1,^58 
53 
2,189 

185 
88U 
611 


123,^80 


1,000  lb. 

^6,939 
28,1^7 

10,120 

3,160 

1,3^ 
962 
6,560 
5,022 
^71 
3,^39 
1,581 
k,k66 
klQ 

2,235 
926 

2,972 
3^0 

1,255 
1,118 


125,535 


Source : Per  Aussenhandel  der  Bundesrepublik  Deutschland — Teil  2,  Sept.  1958 


6 


Foreign  Crops  and  Markets 


Vol.  78,  No.  5 


GREEK  1957  TOBACCO  CROP 
LARGELY  SOLD 

Of  the  1957  Greek  tobacco  crop,  212.8  million  pounds  are  reported  to 
have  been  sold  by  December  1,  1958*    The  1957  marketable  crop  was  estimated 
at  225.6  million  pounds.    Growers  were  holding  12.8  million  pounds  of  the 

1957  crop  on  December  1,  about  "J  ,0  million  pounds  of  which  were  exportable 
grades . 

Sales  to  December  1,  1958,  consisted  of  about  160.6  million  pounds  to 
tobacco  merchants  for  export,  26.9  million  pounds  to  domestic  manufacturers, 
and  25.^  million  pounds  bought  by  the  government  in  line  with  its  price- 
support  policy. 

SHORT  1958  GREEK  TABLE  OLIVE 
PACK  OF  GOOD  QUALITY 

Drought  and  high  summer  temperatures  held  the  above -average  quality 

1958  Greek  table  olive  pack  to  an  estimated  1+5,1+00  short  tons. 

While  damage  from  the  dacus  fly  and  other  causes  was  light  during  the 
growing  season,  the  harvest  was  relatively  small  for  an  "on"  year.  Pro- 
duction of  table  olives  during  1957  amounted  to  32,300  tons,  while  output 
for  1956  totaled  nearly  63,000  tons.    Average  Greek  table  olive  production 
for  the  9-year  period  19^7-55  amounted  to  1+7, 800  tons. 


TABLE  OLIVES:    Greece,  supply  and  distribution,  1956-57, 
1957-58,  and  1958-59  forecast 


Item                          i  1956-57 

1957-58 

Forecast 
:  1958-59 

:  Short  tons 

Short  tons 

18,300 
32,300 

:  Short  tons 

:  7,600 
1+5,1+00 

50,600 

:  53,000 

• 
• 

1/  15,^00 

27,600 
7,600 

16,500 
:  30,900 
5,600 

:  50,600 

:  53,000 

l/  Estimated. 


For  the  10-month  period  November  1,  1957,  through  August  31,  1958, 
Greek  table  olive  exports  totaled  11,758  short  tons,  while  estimated 
exports  for  the  full  12  months  of  1957-58  were  expected  to  reach  15,1+00 
tons.     1958-59  exports  are  forecast  at  16,500  tons.    Rumania  is  the 
largest  single  purchaser. 
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TABLE  OLIVES:    Greece,  exports  "by  destinations,  marketing  year 
ending  Oct.  31,  1957,  and  Nov.  1,  1957-Aug.  31,  1958 


Country  of                         :    Nov.  1,  1956- 
destination                      :    Oct.  31,  1957  : 

Nov.  1,  1957- 
Aug.  31,  1958 

:       Short  tons 
Egypt  :           2,520  • 

Short  tons 

3,070 

:  1,837 
1,1+90 

:  2,125 
3,236 

11,758 

Export  prices  for  Greek  table  olives  during  1957-58  were  somewhat  lower 
than  the  previous  season's  prices. 

TABLE  OLIVES:    Greece,  average  f.o.b.  prices  to  specified  countries 
of  destination,  1956-57  and  1957-58,  year  ending  Oct.  31 


Country  of 
destination 


1956-57 


1957-58  1/ 


Rumania  : 

United  States  : 

Egypt  : 

Bulgaria  : 

1/  10  months  only,  Nov.  1,  1957-Aug.  31, 


Dollars  per 
short  ton 

306.70 
1+12. -40 
332.60 
262.00 
l95B~: 


Dollars  per 
short  ton 

265. ho 
373.30 
326.50 

300 .1+0 


RECORD  SUGAR  BEET  CROP 
INDICATED  FOR  U.K. 


The  1958  sugar  beet  crop  will  be  the  largest  ever  recorded  in  the  United 
Kingdom  if  the  remaining  undelivered  tonnage  reaches  processing  factories  in 
good  shape. 

The  total  yield  is  provisionally  estimated  at  5,600,000  long  tons 
(6,272,000  short  tons),  about  6  percent  more  than  the  former  record  crop  of 
1953*    The  1958  crop  is  expected  to  provide  about  785,000  short  tons  of 
white  sugar—about  one-fourth  of  the  country's  annual  consumption. 

The  main  reason  for  the  high  yield  in  1958  was  the  long  wet  season  which 
helped  swell  the  beets,  prolonged  the  growing  season,  delayed  frost,  and 
discouraged  the  aphids  that  spread  the  virus  yellow  disease. 
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FIJIS  HAVE  HOPES  FOR 
COCOA  PRODUCTION 

Satisfactory  progress  at  the  first  cocoa  experiment  station  in  the  Fiji 
Islands  has  heightened  hopes  for  expanded  production  as  a  means  of  diversify- 
ing the  Fiji  economy.    The  Fiji  Department  of  Agriculture  has  selected  a  site 
for  a  second  station,  and  is  considering  the  establishment  of  nursery  facili- 
ties . 

COLOMBIAN  COFFEE  EXPORTS 
UP  IN  1958 

Colombia's  exports  of  green  coffee  during  1958  totaled  5>^1>000  bags 
(132  pounds  each) ,  compared  with  exports  of  k, 825, 000  in  1957 •    Most  of  the 
increase  was  in  exports  to  the  United  States.    The  75^^58U  bags  shipped  in 
September  was  a  near-record  for  a  month's  exports. 

Coffee  exports  for  the  first  3  months  of  the  1958-59  marketing  year 
( October -September )  were  approximately  12  percent  above  this  period  of  1957-58. 
Shipments  in  October  and  November  accounted  for  all  of  this  increase. 

BRAZIL  CONTINUING  EXPERIMENTS 
WITH  COFFEE  OIL  EXTRACTION 

With  a  view  to  disposing  of  coffee  surpluses,  Brazil  has  renewed  experi- 
ments in  coffee  oil  extraction  that  it  started  some  years  ago. 

Using  available  equipment  designed  for  extracting  other  vegetable  oils, 
extraction  results  are  said  to  have  been  quite  satisfactory  except  for  a 
problem  of  odor.     Oil  samples  have  been  sent  to  the  United  States  for  analysis 
and  deodorization  research.    Coffee  oil  contains  some  wax  and  a  large  amount 
of  unsaponif iable  material. 

CHILE  RAISES  SUGAR  PRICE  CEILINGS 

By  Decree  No.  1001  published  in  the  Diario  Oficial  of  December  18,  1958, 
Chile  has  raised  ceiling  prices  on  sugar.    The  new  prices  represent  increases 
of  21  percent  for  loaf  sugar,  11  percent  for  white  granulated,  and  Q.h  percent 
for  raw  sugar. 

This  measure  was  prompted  by  the  increase  in  the  foreign  exchange  rate  for 
imports  (now  991  paper  pesos  per  U.  S.  dollar)  and  was  also  designed  to  com- 
pensate Chilean  refineries  for  high  costs  and  losses  during  the  first  half  of 
1957  >  when  the  sale  price  was  below  the  cost. 

In  spite  of  impressive  increases  in  domestic  production  of  beet  sugar  in 
recent  years,  Chile  still  must  import  at  least  85  percent  of  its  total  sugar 
supply.    All  of  the  estimated  2^2,000  short  tons  of  raw  sugar  which  Chile 
will  import  in  1959  is  expected  to  come  from  Brazil  and  Peru,  as  freight  rates 
make  Cuban  sugar  more  expensive. 
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AUSTRALIAN  TRADE  MISSION 
TO  VISIT  U.  S.  AND  CANADA 

A  25-member  Australian  trade  mission  will  leave  Canberra  on  February  25 
for  a  5-week  visit  to  the  West  Coasts  of  the  United  States  and  Canada. 

Sponsored  by  the  Australian  Government,  the  mission  will  represent  agri- 
cultural,, manuf acturing,  commercial,  and  banking  interests.    It  is  the  first 
group  of  its  kind  to  visit  the  United  States.    Mr.  G.  R.  May,  director  of  a 
leading  Australian  export  firm,  will  head  the  mission.    The  itinerary  includes 
,  Honolulu,  Los  Angeles,  San  Francisco,  Portland,  Seattle,  and  Vancouver,  B.  C. 

NEW  ZEALAND  STIFFENS  SANITARY 
STANDARDS  FOR  EXPORT  MEAT 

To  meet  U.  S.  requirements,  the  New  Zealand  Department  of  Agriculture  has 
tightened  its  sanitary  standards  for  export  meat.    Animals  sent  to  export 
slaughtering  plants  will  be  rejected  if  they  fail  to  meet  the  new  regulations. 

Sheep  and  lambs  will  not  be  accepted  within  3  weeks  of  shearing  and  crutch- 
ing.    In  addition,  all  dung  locks  must  be  removed.    The  department  has  also  in- 
formed producers  that  to  meet  U.  S.  market  requirements  lambs  must  be  slaughtered 
at  heavier  weights  than  is  usual  for  trade  with  the  United  Kingdom. 

U.  S.  MEAT  IMPORTS  FROM  CANADA 
RISE  SHARPLY  IN  1958 

Canadian  meat  exports  to  the  United  States  rose  sharply  in  1958;  according 
to  inspections  for  export  data. 

Although  beef  and  veal  exports  slackened  during  the  last  2  months  of  the 
year,  total  1958  exports  of  beef  and  veal  to  the  United  States  rose  to  52.6 
million  pounds — 10  percent  above  1957 •    Mutton  and  lamb  exports  of  over  1 
million  pounds  were  more  than  double  the  1957  level.    And  Canadian  pork  exports 
to  the  United  States,  at  58.8  million  pounds,  were  8  percent  above  1957  exports. 

During  1959;  Canadian  beef  and  veal  exports  to  the  United  States  are  ex- 
pected to  decline  slightly  from  1958  levels.    Pork  exports  will  probably  remain 
high  during  the  first  quarter  of  1959;  declining  later  as  U.  S.  production 
increases. 

Livestock  exports  from  Canada  to  the  United  States  were  also  high  during 
[  1958.    Cattle  exports,  at  about  5^-2,  600  head,  were  95  percent  above  1957 •  How- 
I  ever,  Canadian  exports  to  the  United  States  dropped  sharply  in  the  last  two 

months  of  1958,  and  exports  during  1959  are  expected  to  be  lower  than  last  year's. 
J  Sheep  and  lamb  exports  to  the  United  States,  at  35;700  head,  were  over  twice  as 

large  as  1957  exports  (see  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets,  January  19;  1959)* 

The  United  States  exported  about  2,700  head  of  cattle  to  Canada  last  year, 
I  almost  all  of  them  in  December.  This  was  39  percent  below  1957  exports.  Sheep 
:  and  lamb  exports  to  Canada,  at  about  17,000  head,  were  down  kO  percent  from  1957* 
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BRAZILIAN  MEAT  EXPORTS  AIDED 
BY  NEW  EXCHANGE  RATE 


Brazilian  exporters  of  fresh,  frozen,  and  chilled  meat,  as  well  as  meat 
preparations  and  byproducts  in  general,  can  now  exchange  their  foreign  cur- 
rency earnings  at  100  cruzeiros  per  U.  S.  dollar  instead  of  92  per  dollar — the 
rate  previously  fixed.    The  new  rate,  effective  January  10  (see  Foreign  Crops 
and  Markets,  January  26),  is  expected  to  encourage  meat  exports.- 


Canned  meat  exports,  however,  remain  in  a  different  category  of  commodi- 
ties, to  which  the  free  market  rate  (cr.  137  per  $1.00  U.  S.)  will  apply. 


WEST  GERMANY  TO  IMPORT 
MORE  MEAT 


In  response  to  requests  from  the  meat  industry,  the  West  German  Ministry 
of  Agriculture  has  decided  to  allow  more  imports  of  meat  during  1959  with  a 
view  to  controlling  rising  livestock  and  meat  prices. 

Beginning  February  16,  Germany  will  again  be  able  to  import  frozen  beef 
from  Argentina,  Brazil,  and  Uruguay.    A  tender  for  beef  imports  from  New 
Zealand  is  expected  to  be  published  soon  (see  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets, 
December  15,  1958). 

Preliminary  results  of  the  December  livestock  census  in  West  Germany 
indicate  that  West  German  hog  production  may  drop  significantly  in  1959* 
This  should  favor  U.  S.  exports  of  variety  meats,  fatback,  and  lard. 


AUSTRALIAN  BEEF  SHIPMENTS 
TO  U.  S.  IN  JANUARY 

From  January  5  through  January  9j  ^  ships  left  Australian  ports  with 
frozen  beef  for  the  United  States. 


Ship 


Departure 


Destination 


Quantity 


Whakatane 
Ellen  Bakke 
Mariposa 

Port  Fremantle 


January  5 
January  7 
January  7 

January  9 


WEST  GERMAN  MEAT  CONSUMPTION 
REPORTED  AT  PREWAR  LEVEL 


New  York 
Not  reported 
San  Francisco 
and  Los  Angeles 

New  York  and 
Boston 


716.2  long  tons 
1^2.5  " 

188.0  " 


2,673.^ 


West  German  meat  consumption  in  1958  reached  the  pre-World  War  II  level, 
according  to  the  Dusseldorf  Economic  Information  Service.    Consumption  rose 
from  approximately  113  pounds  per  capita  in  1957  "to  116  pounds  in  1958.  Beef 
consumption  last  year  is  estimated  at  35  pounds  per  capita;  pork  at  6l  pounds; 
and  poultry  at  5i"  pounds. 
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CANADIAN  HOG  FARROWINGS 
TO  INCREASE 

Canadian  spring  hog  farrowings  (December  1958-May  1959)  are  expected 
to  he  23  percent  higher  than  in  the  same  period  of  1957-58*    The  increase 
in  Eastern  Canada  is  expected  to  he  36  percent.    Breeders  in  Western  Canada, 
however,  expect  an  increase  of  only  8  percent. 

Farrowings  from  December  1958  through  February  1959  are  forecast  at 
39  percent  over  the  same  period  a  year  earlier,  but  during  the  second  half 
of  the  6-month  spring  farrowing  period  they  are  expected  to  be  only  ik  per- 
cent above  a  year  earlier,  indicating  breeders'  reactions  to  recent  low  hog 
prices.    Western  Canadian  March-May  farrowing  are  even  expected  to  decrease. 

FARROWINGS:    Canada  l/,  December-May  195^-55  through  1958-5-9 


Class  ] 

Dec  ember -May 

195^-55 

1955-56  ; 

1956-57  ; 

1957-58 

1958-59 

1,000  - 
head 

1,000  : 
head 

1,000  ! 
head  ; 

1,000  - 
head 

1,000 
head 

•  628 

'      U97  ' 

2/  62^ 

:  3/  765 

^,827 

3,7^0  : 

3,852  : 

1^,788 

1/  Excludes  Newfoundland.    2/  Revised.    3/  Sows  expected  to  farrow. 


Source:    Dominion  Bureau  of  Statistics. 

WOOL  OFFICIALS  TO 
MEET  IN  URUGUAY 

The  National  Council  of  Uruguay  has  authorized  the  National  Wool  Board 
to  call  a  meeting  in  Montevideo  of  Wool  Board  officials  from  Australia,  New 
Zealand,  the  Union  of  South  Africa,  Argentina,  Brazil,  and  Chile. 

The  purpose  of  the  meeting  is  to  discuss  matters  of  mutual  trade  in- 
terest, including  wool  prices,  exchange  of  technicians,  and  research.  The 
Wool  Board  representatives  will  also  study  problems  created  by  the  European 
Economic  Community  (Common  Market)  and  try  to  promote  trade  in  wool. 

The  countries  which  will  be  represented  at  the  meeting  account  for  about 
60  percent  of  world  wool  production  and  about  90  percent  of  world  exports  of 
raw  wool. 

The  meeting  date  is  tentatively  set  for  June  1959. 
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U.S.S.R.  LIVESTOCK  NUMBERS 
CONTINUE  TO  INCREASE 

Sharp  rises  in  all  classes  of  livestock  in  1958  have  "been  reported  in  the 
Soviet  Union. 

Good  feed  and  fodder  crops  in  1957*  plus  government  encouragement  of  livestock; 
production,  resulted  in  rises  of  6  percent  in  cattle  numbers,  9  percent  in  hogs, 
and  8  percent  in  sheep  over  a  year  earlier.    Assuming  continued  favorable  feed  pro- 
duction, livestock  numbers  may  be  expected  to  increase  for  several  years. 

The  present  U.S.S.R.  7-Year  Plan  calls  for  85.5  million  head  of  cattle  in 
I962.    To  achieve  this  level,  cattle  numbers  must  increase  at  least  6.5  percent 
annually.    In  view  of  past  Soviet  performance,  this  rate  of  increase  would  require 
above-average  harvests  for  the  next  3  years. 

The  plan  also  calls  for  an  increase  in  hog  numbers  to  77  million  by  1962, 
requiring  a  17 -percent  annual  increase.    Although  the  increase  in  Soviet  hog 
numbers  has  reached  this  rate  in  some  good  years,  the  average  has  been  considerably 
lower. 

The  Soviet  Union  ranks  second  in  world  sheep  numbers,  with  129.6  million  head, 
exceeded  only  by  Australia  ( see  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets,  March  17,  1958) . 


LIVESTOCK  NUMBERS:     U.S.S.R.,  January  1,  1955-59 
with  percentage  change  from  previous  year 


Jan.  1 

\    Total  cattle 

\  Cows 

j  Sheep 

Number 

Change 

Number 

Change 

Number 

Change 

Number 

'  Change 

:  1,000 

:  Percent 

:  1,000 

:  Percent 

:  1,000 

:  Percent 

:  1,000 

:  Percent 

1955  

:  56,700 

:  +2 

26,^0 

•  +5 

:  30,700 

:  -8 

: 1/98, 000 

:  -2 

1956  

j  58,800 

27,700 

:  +5 

3+, 000 

+11 

iA03,500 

+6 

1957  : 

6l,k00 

+h  i 

29,000  : 

+5  ! 

:  ko, 800  ; 

+20 

;  108,000" 

-  ++ 

1953  : 

66,700  : 

+9  : 

31,  too 

+8  j 

++,300  ; 

+9 

120,100- 

+11 

1959  : 

70,800  : 

+6  | 

33,300  j 

+6  : 

+8,500  : 

+9  : 

129,600: 

+8 

l/  Foreign  Agricultural  Service  estimate. 
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WORLD  BUTTER  AND  CHEESE  PRICES:  lifholesale  prices  at  specified  markets, 

with  comparisons 

 (U.  S.  cents  per  pound)  


Country,  market,  and 
description 


Butter 


1958 
and 
1959 


Quotations 


Cur- 

rent 


Month 
earlier 


Year 
earlier 


Cheese 


1958 
and 
1959 


Quotations 


Cur- 
rent 


Month"" 
earlier 


Tear 
earlier 


United  Kingdom  (London) 
New  Zealand,  finest- — - 
Australian  choicest-— 
New  Zealand,  finest 

white  

Australian  choicest 

white-  — 


Jan.l 
Jan.l 


36.2 
36.1 


3U.2 
3U.1 


Australia  (Sydney) 

Choicest  butter  

Choicest  cheddar  • 


Jan.l 


US. 5 


U&.5 


Irish  Republic  (Dublin) 

Creamery  butter  

Cheese —  « 


Jan.l 


5U.8 


5U.8 


Denmark  (Copenhagen)  — 

France  (Paris) 
Charentes  creamery —  


Gem  any  (Kempten) 
Markenbutter — — 


United  States 
92-score  creamery  (N.Y. ) 
Cheddar  (Wisconsin)—  


Dec.  21* 


Jan.  2 


Dec. 17 


Dec. 31 


39.6 


7U.2 


66.5 


59.2 


39.6 


81.2 


66.5 


59.: 


Netherlands  (Leeuwarden) 

Creamery  butter  

Full  cream  Gouda  

Edam,  UO  percent —  


Dec. 31 


U2.2 


U5.8 


Belgium  (Hasselt)- 


Canada  (Montreal) 
1st  grade  creamery- 
Ontario  white- — — 


Dec. 31 
Dec. 27 


81.9 


66.9 


76.3 


66.7 


32.5 
32.L 


1*6.7 


5U.8 


36.3 


75.8 


68.1 


60.5 


1*9.9 


86.0 


Jan.l 
Jan.l 

Jan.l 


36.  hi 


29.2: 


36.1+ 
36.1* 

29.2 


16.  h 


28.2 


Jan.l 


30.8,'  30.8 


30.8 


Dec.  31s 


It'  o 

-y32.8t  33.0 


35.0 


Dec. 12 
Dec. 13 


27.2;.  27.2  :  23.5 
25.5     25.2,  21.0 


63.7  :  

 :    Dec. 23 


35.3     3U.2!  35.U 


1/  Average  price  1'or  December. 

Source:  Intelligence  Bulletin,  the  Commonwealth  Economic  Committee;  and  the  Dairy 
Division,  Agricultural  Marketing  Service,  USD  A 
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INDIA  OPENS  NEW  COTTONSEED 
FUTURES  TRADING  CENTER 

India's  Forward  Markets  Commission  has  authorized  the  establishment  of 
a  cottonseed  futures  trading  center  in  Surrendranagar  in  Northern  Bombay 
State.    The  center  has  been  initially  set  up  for  a  3-year  period  beginning 
December  15,  1958.     It  is  the  fifth  cottonseed  futures  center  in  India; 
the  other  k  are  in  the  cities  of  Bombay,  Ahmadabad,  Indore,  and  Akola. 

URUGUAYAN  WOOL  EXPORTS  UP  SHARPLY 
IN  OCTOBER -NOVEMBER 

The  Uruguayan  wool  market  was  very  active  during  the  first  2  months  of 
the  1958-59  season  beginning  October  1.    Shipments  were  unusually  light  dur- 
ing the  same"  period  a  year  earlier,  when  exports  were  adversely  affected  by 
a  growers1  strike  and  high  "aforos";  the  exportable  surplus  therefore  did 
not  move  abroad  until  late  in  the  season. 

Exports  of  raw  wool — greasy  and  scoured--during  October-November  1958 
totaled  2^,87^  bales  (23.5  million  pounds).    Principal  destinations  were 
the  United  Kingdom,  the  United  States,  and  the  Soviet  Union.    Shipments  of 
tops  totaled  7,392  bales  or  million  pounds).    Major  markets  were  the 

Netherlands,  Switzerland,  Hungary,  and  Poland. 


WOOL:    Uruguayan  exports  by  type  and  country  of  destination, 

October-November  1958 


C  ountry 

•  1 

]  Greasy 

Scoured  ] 

Tops 

:    Bales  1/ 

•  < 

Bales  l/ 

Bales  l/ 

 !  681 

:  999 

:  0 

 :  1,157 

:  61 

:  917 

 :  199 

:  800 

:  hhh 

 :  1,^77 

:  391 

:  2,603 

 :  188 

:  0 

:  720 

 :  72 

:  81 

:  1,005 

 :  k,6hk 

:  663 

:  16 

 :  3,^18 

:  927 

:  117 

:  0 

:  0 

 :  807 

:  106 

:  kj6 

 :  2,709 

:  1,388 

:  1,09^ 

!  5,^16 

:  7,392 

l/  Average  bale  weights  are  estimated  as  follows:  greasy--l,057  pounds; 
scoured- -550  pounds;  tops--660  pounds. 
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CANADIAN  LIVESTOCK  SLAUGHTER 
DOWN  IN  LAST  QUARTER  OF  1958 

Inspected  Canadian  cattle  slaughter  in  the  last  quarter  of  1958  dropped  to 
000  head,  a  decrease  of  10  percent  from  the  comparable  1957  period. 

This  decline  was  due  in  part  to  the  large  exports  of  feeder  cattle  to  the 
United  States  in  late  1957  and  during  1958.    Curtailed  supplies  of  slaughter  cattle 
led  to  price  increases,  both  for  slaughter  cattle  and  for  feeders,  and  cattle  export 
in  the  last  quarter  of  1958  also  dropped  sharply. 

Calf  slaughter  in  the  last  quarter  of  1958,  at  151,000  head,  was  down  22  per- 
cent from  the  last  quarter  of  1957*  Favorable  prices  encouraged  producers  to  hold 
young  stock  to  maturity  and  to  rebuild  their  cattle  herds. 

Hog  slaughter  during  the  same  period  rose  to  1,898,000  head.    This  increase 
of  ^0  percent  from  the  kth  quarter  of  1957  reflected  the  favorable  hog-barley  ratio 
in  1957  and  the  first  half  of  1958,  which  led  to  an  increase  in  hog  numbers.    As  a 
consequence  of  the  less  favorable  hog-barley  ratio  in  the  last  half  of  1958,  hog 
numbers  and  slaughter  are  expected  to  level  off  or  decrease  slightly  during  the 
latter  part  of  1959. 

Sheep  and  lamb  slaughter  in  October-December  1958  declined  from  a  year 
earlier. 


LIVESTOCK:    Canada,  inspected  slaughter,  October -November 
195^-58,  with  percentage  change  from  previous  year 


Year 

Cattle 

Calves 

;  Ho£ 

5S 

Sheep  and  lambs 

Number 

Change 

Number 

Change 

Number 

Change 

Number 

Change 

:  1,000  ; 

Percent 

;  1,000 

Percent 

-  1,000 

Percent 

:  1,000 

•  Percent 

195^  

•     «61  1 

+10 

:  I67 

:  +5 

l,k!9 

'  +17 

2kl 

:  +3 

1955  

:     ^79  : 

+11 

:  170 

:  +2 

:  1,577 

:  +11 

•  2+3 

:  +3 

1956  

:  51+ 

+7 

196 

I  +15 

1,363 

:  -1+ 

:  258 

!  ++ 

1957  

:  555 

+8 

•  19k 

!  -1 

:  1,35^ 

!  -1 

:  229 

•  -11 

1953  

:  i+98 

-10 

1  151 

-22 

:  1,898 

:  +ho 

223 

!  -3 

Source:     Canadian  Department  of  Agriculture. 
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LOW  BUTTER  PRICES  REDUCE 
DANISH  MILK  VALUE  IN  I958 

A  preliminary  survey  by  the  Federation  of  Danish  Dairy  Associations  shows 
that  milk  produced  in  1958  "was  worth  $30^-. 5  million,  compared  with  $333.5  million 
in  1957. 

Danish  butter  exports  declined  k.l  million  pounds  to  25k. 3  million  during 
1958,  and  because  of  the  low  price  received  on  the  British  market,  the  value  of 
butter  exports  dropped  21.6  million  dollars.    This  decline  in  butter  exports 
accounted  for  most  of  the  $29-million  reduction  in  the  value  of  milk  output. 

Domestic  sales  of  butter  and  cheese  totaled  about  $58  million  in  both  1957 
and  1958.    Butter  consumption  was  up  37  percent,  but  there  was  only  a  small 
increase  in  value  due  to  the  low  prices  received,  particularly  for  cold  storage 
butter. 

Cheese  exports  set  a  record  of  163.I  million  pounds  value  at  $39*2  million, 
compared  with  128.9  million  pounds  worth  $37  million  in  1957 •     Income  from  canned 
milk  exports  was  about  the  same  in  both  years  —  just  over  $25  million.    A  greater 
proportion  of  canned  milk  was  exported  in  1958  than  in  1957 •    The  volume  of  cheese 
and  whole  milk  used  domestically  rose  k  and  7  percent,  respectively. 

INDIA  ANNOUNCES  EXPORT  QUOTA 
FOR  PEANUT  OIL  AND  OILCAKE 

India  has  announced  additional  export  quotas  for  peanut  oil  and  peanut  oil- 
cake.   Peanut  oil  exporters  who  have  completed  shipment  of  quotas  allotted  them 
on  July  21,  1958,  will  be  granted  another  quota  equal  to  the  quantities  origi- 
nally allotted.    This  quota  will  release  only  a  small  quantity  of  peanut  oil  for 
export,  as  Indian  prices  have  been  too  high  to  permit  large  shipments  against  the 
20,000  long  tons  released  for  export  in  June  1958. 

The  new  quota  for  peanut  oilcake  (expeller  type)  is  for  20,000  long  tons  to 
be  exported  through  March  1959  to  all  permissible  destinations.  Established 
exporters  will  be  given  quotas  equal  to  20  percent  of  their  basic  yearly  quota, 
subject  to  a  maximum  of  hOO  tons.    Also,  established  exporters  of  peanut  oil  can 
receive  export  licenses  for  peanut  oilcake  equal  to  the  quantity  of  peanut  oil 
exported  between  mid- January  and  the  end  of  February. 

SUEZ  CANAL  OILSEED  SHIPMENTS 
DOWN  IN  NOVEMBER 

Northbound  shipments  of  oilseeds  through  the  Suez  Canal  in  November  were  down 
sharply  from  the  previous  month  and  were  only  two-thirds  those  of  November  1957* 
Smaller  shipments  of  soybeans  accounted  for  a  major  part  of  the  decline  from 
October,  whereas  the  reduction  from  November  of  the  previous  year  was  a  result  of 
smaller  movements  of  copra. 
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The  reduced  shipments  of  soybeans  indicate  that  Communist  China  moved  only 
small  quantities  of  soybeans  into  Europe  during  November,  in  sharp  contrast  to  the 
previous  3  months  when  a  total  of  165,300  short  tons  moved  northward  through  the 
Suez  Canal. 

OILSEEDS:    Suez  Canal,  northbound  shipments,  marketing  years 
beginning  October  1,  1955-5$  l/and  1957-58;  October  and 
November  1957  and  1958 


Commodity 

October-September 

October 

November 

;i955-56  2j 

:  1957-58 

1957 

1958 

1957 

1958 

.  •  508.2 

519.2 

781)-. 8 
136.7 
117.9  : 
37-5 
205.O 

;  1.1. 
110.2 

llr.3 

22.0 
1.1 
:  19.8 

:  35.3 
:  56.2 
12.1 
:  k.k 

:  3.3 
16.5 

•  8.8 
:  72.8 
:  7.7 
:  9-9 
;  3.3 
15.  k 

11.0 

in. 9 

9-9 
2.2 

1.1 

,  16.5 

1,801.1 

-  168.5 

:  127.8 

:  117.9 

82.6 

l/    Marketing  year  1955-56,  rather  than  1956-57  given  for  use  in  comparisons 
since  the  Suez  Canal  was  closed  November  1956  through  March  1957-    2/  Excludes 
July  1956  for  which  no  figures  are  available.    3/    To  convery  to  bushels  use 
33*3  bushels  per  ton.    hj    To  convert  to  bushels  use  35 «7  bushels  per  ton. 


Source:    Monthly  Bulletin,  Suez  Canal  Authority,  Cairo,  Egypt. 

INDONESIA'S  REGISTERED  COPRA 
EXPORTS  DOWN;  PALM  OIL  UP 

Indonesia's  registered  exports  of  copra  in  November  1958  were  11,539  long 
tons,  the  largest  quantity  sent  out  in  one  month  since  January  1958  when  1^,202 
tons  were  shipped.    January-November  exports  totaled  59; ^20  tons,  slightly  more 
than  one -fifth  the  volume  shipped  in  the  first  11  months  of  1957* 

November  copra  cake  exports  of  13,278  long  tons  were  the  highest  monthly 
shipment  since  the  13,561  tons  sent  out  in  January  1958.    January-November  ship- 
ments of  102,280  tons  were  down  7  percent  from  the  corresponding  period  of  1957 • 

Palm  oil  exports  in  November  were  16,550  short  tons,  bringing  January- 
November  shipments  to  131,276  tons.    This  represents  an  increase  of  3  percent  from 
the  first  11  months  of  1957 •    Palm  kernel  exports  were  3^17^  short  tons  in  Novem- 
ber.   Shipments  in  January-November  totaled  32,719  tons,  a  decline  of  20  percent 
from  the  comparable  period  last  year. 
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SWEDISH  BUTTER  EXPORTS 
DECLINE  SHARPLY 

i 

Swedish  exports  of  butter  in  November  1958  dropped  to  i+37>000  pounds  from 
15  million  pounds  in  November  1957 •    No  shipments  were  made  to  the  most  im- 
portant markets--the  United  Kingdom,  Switzerland,  and  West  Germany — and  exports 
to  secondary  markets  were  smaller  than  those  a  year  earlier. 

For  the  first  11  months  of  1958,  shipments  amounted  to  39  million  pounds, 
compared  with  58  million  pounds  in  the  comparable  period  of  1957.    Exports  to 
the  United  Kingdom  were  about  the  same  in  both  years — approximately  26  million 
pounds—but  those  to  West  Germany  dropped  from  20  million  pounds  to  1  million 
pounds.    Sales  to  the  U.S.S.R.  (not  a  purchaser  in  1957)  were  slightly  over 
h  million  pounds. 

The  high  level  of  butter  consumption  in  Sweden  has  necessitated  imports. 
Sweden  contracted  with  Denmark  for  1.5  million  pounds  of  butter  for  late 
December  delivery. 

ARGENTINA  AGAIN  RAISES  PRICES 
TO  OILSEED  PRODUCERS 

Argentina  has  again  raised  the  minimum  guaranteed  producer  prices  for 
1958-59  crops  of  flaxseed,  sunflower  seed,  and  peanuts.    This  is  the  third  in- 
crease in  guaranteed  prices  for  1958-59  crops.    The  previous  increase  was  on 
November  7 9  1958  (see  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets,  December  1,  1958).    The  new 
prices,  earlier  prices  for  1958-59  crops,  and  guaranteed  prices  for  the  h 
previous  years  are  as  follows  (basis  dockside  Buenos  Aires): 


Crop 


;i95^-55 

1955-56 

:  1956-57 

•1957-58; 

:-  -  -    Pesos  per  quintal  -  -  -  : 

:  75 

:  ikO 

•  165 

:    165  : 

60 

:  130 

135 

•    135  : 

•  100 

:  180 

•  190 

190  : 

1958-59 

•  •  • 

April [ June  [Nov.  [Jan, 


Flaxseed  , 

Sunflower  seed. . . , 
Peanuts  (  shelled) 


-  Pesos  per  quintal  - 


I85 
160 
200 


:  200 

:  2k0 

:  hOO 

:  180 

:  220 

:  300 

:  220 

:  260 

,  ^30 

Prior  to  January  1959  "the  official  exchange  rate  was  18  pesos  per  U.S.  $1.00. 
Since  January  12  the  peso  has  been  permitted  to  fluctuate  freely;  it  is  now 
around  65  pesos  per  U.S.  $1.00. 

In  announcing  the  new  prices  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture  explained  that 

the  measure  had  been  taken  "in  view  of  the  repercussion  of  the  economic  plan 

and  in  response  to  the  desire  that  producers  may  safeguard  the  results  of 
their  work." 
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QUALITY  OF  1958  FRENCH  WALNUT 
HARVEST  REPORTED  ABOVE  AVERAGE 


The  1958  French  walnut  harvest  is  said  to  "be  of  excellent  quality,  with 
commercial  production  estimated  by  the  French  Ministry  of  Agriculture  at 
33,500  short  tons,  unshelled.    The  1958  crop  estimate  is  nearly  3  times 
larger  than  the  very  low  11,800-ton  harvest  of  the  preceding  year  and  18 
percent  above  the  28,500-ton  average  for  1951-55 • 

Exports  by  country  of  destination  for  the  1957-58  crop  year  commencing 
July  1,  and  for  the  5-month  period  July  through  November  1958,  were  as 
follows : 


WALNUTS"     France,  exports  by  country  of  destination  July  1,  1957- 
June  30,  1958,  and  July  1,  1958-November  30,  1958 


Unshelled 


destination 

July  1,  1957-' 

July  1,  1958- : 

July  1,  1957- ; 

July  1,  1958- 

June  30,  1958; 

Nov.  30,  1958] 

June  30,  1958; 

Nov.  30,  1958 

Short  ; 

Short 

Short 

:  Short 

tons  : 

tons 

tons 

tons 

Algeria  ; 

510 

:  kk2 

Belgium-Luxembourg. . . 

:  215 

:  255 

:  73 

9 

Germany,  West  

1,238 

:  ^,389 

86 

:  65 

Netherlands.  

:  35 

129 

:  12 

Sweden  

:  262 

:  157 

:  61 

:  31 

Switzerland  

:  311 

:  ^50 

:  85 

:  k6 

United  Kingdom  

!  klQ 

:  580 

:  762 

:        200  • 

Other  countries  

:  339 

;  200 

:  39 

:  36 

Total  exports . . . 

:  3,328 

!  6,602 

:  1,118 

l  387 

Shelled 


Exports  to  the  United  States  during  the  above  periods  consisted  of  only 
1  ton  of  shelled  walnuts  during  1957-58. 


CORRECTION 


In  the  item  "Cuban  Vegetable  Shipments  to  U.  S.  Down,"  Foreign  Crops 
and  Markets,  January  26,  1958,  the  export  figures  for  pickling  cucumbers  and 
fresh  market  cucumbers  were  reversed. 

Through  December  31,  exports  of  cucumbers  for  the  U.  S.  fresh  market 

totaled  h, 98^,000  pounds  in  the  1957-58  season  and  k, 096,000  pounds  in  the 

1958-59  season.    Corresponding  exports  of  pickling  cucumbers  amounted  to 
225,000  pounds  and  138,000  pounds,  respectively. 
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LITTLE  CHANGE  IN  THAI 
SOYBEAN  OUTLOOK 

Planted  soybean  acreage  in  Thailand  in  1959  is  not  expected  to 
exceed  the  65,600  acres  planted  in  1957  and  1958 ,  and  may  be  slightly 
less . 

Wholesale  prices  for  soybeans  declined  sharply  in  the  final  k  months 
of  1958;  and  yields  from  last  year's  crop  were  more  than  10  percent  below 
those  of  1957.    The  1958  crop  totaled  882,000  bushels,  compared  with  a 
record  1  million  bushels  in  1957* 

Preliminary  1958  data  shows  exports  of  67,125  bushels — about  30  per- 
cent above  1957 •    All  the  soybeans  were  exported  to  neighboring  Far 
Eastern  countries,  mainly  to  the  Federation  of  Malaya  and  to  Singapore. 
The  export  outlook  for  Thai  soybeans  is  not  promising,  since  importers 
seem  to  prefer  Communist  China's  soybeans. 

ARGENTINA'S  1958-59  FLAXSEED  TO  BE 
RETAINED  FOR  LOCAL  CRUSHING 

Argentine  flaxseed  will  be  used  exclusively  for  local  needs  until  the 
Secretary  of  Commerce  determines  that  these  needs  have  been  covered,  accord- 
ing to  a  recent  government  decree. 

This  action  was  taken  "in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  estimate  on  the 
production  of  flaxseed  from  the  1958-59  crop  would  evidence  that  the  amount 
will  prove  insufficient  for  domestic  requirements."    The  first  official 
estimate  placed  the  1958-59  flaxseed  crop  at  2k  million  bushels,  compared 
with  2k. Q  million  in  1957-58  (see  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets,  January  19, 
1959). 

Although  publication  of  export  list  No.  k  indicated  that  flaxseed, 
peanuts,  and  sunflower  seed  would  be  exported  freely  after  January  1,  1959> 
subject  to  the  20  percent  retention  and  15  percent  tax,  it  now  appears  that 
all  flaxseed  will  continue  to  be  reserved  for  crushing  in  domestic  mills. 
Argentina  has  not  exported  any  flaxseed  as  such  since  195^ • 

BURMA  HARVESTS  BUMPER  RICE 
CROP;  EXPORT  SUPPLIES  UP 

Burma's  1958-59  rice  crop  is  unofficially  estimated  at  17,900  million 
pounds  (8.1  million  metric  tons)  of  rough  rice,  compared  with  the  poor  crop 
of  13,000  million  pounds  (5.9  million  tons)  in  1957-58.    The  harvest  is  29 
percent  above  average  output  from  1950-51  through  195^-55 

If  realized,  production  will  be  at  the  prewar  level  for  the  first  time 
since  World  War  II.    The  bumper  crop  is  due  to  very  high  yields  per  acre. 
Acreage  declined  about  kO  percent  during  the  war,  and  approximately  2.5 
million  acres  have  not  yet  been  reclaimed. 
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Burma's  rice  surplus  for  export  in  1959  is  estimated  at  over  2.U  million 
metric  tons  of  milled  rice,  compared  with  estimated  1958  exports  of  1.5  mil- 
lion tons.    Exports  in  1957  were  1.6  million  tons,  and  in  the  1951-55  average 
period,  1.3  million  tons. 

With  rice  sales  for  export  off  to  a  slow  start,  all  the  surplus  may  not 
be  exported  in  1959.    The  rice  carryover  at  the  end  of  the  year  might  thus  be 
greater  than  in  recent  years. 


RICE  (MILLED)  l/:    Burma's  exports,  January-November  1958  with 

comparisons  2/ 


:  1957 

1958 

Country  of  . 

aes  ulna,  uion  ♦ 

• 
• 

January- 
November 

1  January- 
!  August 

[September 

!  October 

:  November 

!  January- 
1  November 

• 
• 

• 
• 

• 
• 

Metric  : 
tons 

.  Metric 
:  tons 

:  Metric 
:  tons 

t  Metric 
:  tons 

Metric 
tons 

:  Metric 
tons 

• 
• 

298,203: 

141,768 

:  12,498' 

14,056- 

21,678 

;  190,000 

1,488: 

1,595" 

:  0: 

:  333: 

2,750: 

4,678 

328,039 

:  9,859: 

.  23,504: 

13,099 

:  374,501 

211,692! 

154,582 

:  12,345: 

54,883: 

24,349: 

:  246,159 

106,085i 

:  50,860' 

:  0: 

0 

0: 

!  50,860 

Malaya  &  Singapore..: 

121,725: 

109,904: 

11,283: 

!  15,942: 

2,308: 

139,437 

132,123: 

115,252: 

9,631s 

5,080: 

9,890: 

139,853 

Philippine  Republic  : 

0: 

29,613: 

:  0: 

0: 

0: 

29,613 

30,888: 

20, 314! 

:  0: 

0: 

0' 

:  20,314 

53,191: 

16,847 

:  4,554: 

6,442: 

751: 

s  28,594 

73,267: 

0: 

!  0 

:  0' 

0: 

0 

5,176: 

2,821: 

0: 

0: 

0: 

2,821 

28,407: 

13,311" 

:  4,208: 

12,712: 

0: 

30,231 

Belgium-Luxembourg. . : 

21,156: 

14,907: 

s  160: 

.  1,003: 

512: 

16,582 

10,208: 

3,254: 

:  0: 

:  0: 

0: 

3,254 

8,887: 

1,413! 

202: 

122: 

51: 

1,788 

21,554: 

20,501: 

:  533: 

319: 

0: 

:  21,353 

6,401: 

2,216: 

i  0: 

212: 

0. 

:  2,428 

43,190: 

32,067: 

8,228: 

:  0: 

0' 

:  40,295 

9,014: 

8,094 

!  999: 

1,994: 

0: 

:  11,087 

1,514: 

1,625: 

i  0: 

0 

0' 

i  1,625 

12,121: 

4,034! 

!  0' 

!  0: 

2,023: 

6,057 

1,067: 

0 

0: 

50: 

501: 

551 

1,690,761: 

.  1,073,017' 

:  74,500: 

;  136,652: 

77,912 

1,362,  081 

1/  Excludes  bran.  2/  Preliminary.  2/  Probably  includes  both  East  and  West 
Germany. 


Source:    State  Agricultural  Marketing  Board,  Rangoon. 
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INDIA  HAS  SIGNIFICANT 
INCREASE  IN  RICE  ACREAGE 

India's  first  estimate  of  acreage  planted  to  rice  in  1958-59  is 
71,700,000  acres,  compared  with  the  adjusted  estimate  of  69,79^,000  acres 
in  the  same  period  of  1957-58.    The  estimate  covers  the  period  generally 
up  to  the  end  of  September  or  the  "beginning  of  October  1958,  and  does  not 
include  around  10  million  acres  of  later  plantings. 

This  is  the  first  year  since  1953-5^-  that  rice  acreage  has  increased 
more  than  1  million  acres.  The  increase  of  1,906,000  acres  was  mainly  in 
Bihar,  Uttar  Pradesh,  Madya  Pradesh,  Assam,  and  Bombay. 

RICE:    India's  first  estimate  of  planted  acreage,  1958-59  (as  of 
October  l) ,  compared  with  adjusted  estimate  for  1957-58' 


:  1957-58       ~:  1959-59  :  Increase 

State                    :  Adjusted  first  :       First  :  or 

:  estimate  :  estimate  :  decrease 

:        1,000  :       1,000  i  1,000 

:         acres  :        acres  :  acres 

•  •  • 

*  •  • 

Andhra  Pradesh  :         ^,931  :        ^,93^  :  +3 

Assam  :        ^,1+5  :       b,kok  :  +259 

Bihar  :  11,702  :  12,527  :  +825 

Bombay  :         k,0kl  :       +,158  :  +117 

Kerala  :         1,722  :       1,72^  :  +2 

Madhya  Pradesh  :         9,^95  :        9,756  :  +26l 

Madras  :         1,9^5  :       1,979  :  +lh 

Mysore  :         1,988  :       1,975  :  -13 

Orissa  :        9,518  :       9,520  :  +2 

Uttar  Pradesh  :         8,787  :       9,29+  :  +507 

West  Bengal  :  10,10+  :       9,918  :  -186 

Others  :         1,396  ;        1,511  t  +115 


Total  :       69,79*1  :      71,700       ;  +1,906 


Source:    All  India  First  Estimate  of  Rice,  1958-59,  December  9,  1958. 


CANADIAN  WHEAT  AND  FLOUR  EXPORTS  UP 
SLIGHTLY  IN  JULY -NOVEMBER 

Canada  exported  123  million  bushels  of  wheat  and  flour  during  July- 
November  1958,  slightly  above  the  level  in  the  same  months  of  1957.  Desti- 
nations of  the  exports,  however,  changed  somewhat. 

Quantities  (in  millions  of  bushels)  sent  to  major  markets,  with 
comparable  figures  for  1957  shown  in  parentheses,  were:    United  Kingdom, 
^5.7  (^.3);  Japan,  17.8  (18.7);  West  Germany,  11.2  (15.0);  Netherlands, 
10.5  (10.0);  and  India,  7.8  (0.^). 
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WHEAT  AND  FLOUR:    Canadian  exports  by  country  of  destination, 
July-November  1957  and  July-November  1958 


July-November  1957 


Destination 


Wheat 


Flour 
1/ 


Total 


July-November  1958 


Wheat 


Flour 
1/ 


Total 


:  1,000 
: bushels 


1,000 
bushels 


1,000 
bushels 


1,000 
bushels 


1,000 
bushels 


1,000 
bushels 


Western  Hemisphere:  : 

United  States   :  4-, 230 

British  West  Indies  . ..:  8 

Central  America   :  76 

Cuba  :  1 

Ecuador   :  370 

Peru  :  411 

Venezuela  :  37 

Others   :  — 

Total  t  5,133 

Europe:  : 

Belgium-Luxembourg  ....:  6,300 

France  .  :  1,325 

Germany,  West  :  15,012 

Italy  :  560 

Netherlands  :  9,999 

Norway  :  1,139 

Poland   :  3,286 

Switzerland  :  1,066 

United  Kingdom  :  39,085 

Others   :  3 , 566 

Total   :  81,338 

Asia:  : 

China  (Mainland)   :  -- 

India   :  £27 

Israel  :  — 

Japan  :  18,365 

Philippine  Republic  . . . :  — 

Others   :  1,114. 

Total  :  19,906 

Africa   :  315 

Oceania   :  — 

World  total  :  106,692 


626 
1,861 
469 
135 

5 

1,036 
663 


4,856 
1,869 
545 
136 
370 
416 
1,073 
663 


2,267 
7 
73 

535 
597 
1,152 

 5 


639 
2,054 
681 
170 

13 
661 
860 


4,795 


9,928 


4,636 


5,078 


127 


2/ 


2/ 

5,224 
59 


6,427 
1,325 

15,012 
560 
9,999 
1,139 
3,286 
1,066 

44,309 
3,625 


5,410 


86,748 


4,749 
366 
11,178 
894 
10,463 
1,348 

3,186 
40,140 
2^007 


165 


5,523 
65 


74,331 


5,758 


20 

356 

2,533 
618 


447 

18,721 

2,533 
1,732 


1,658 
7,761 
1,112 
17,615 
381 
393 


172 
1,935 
1,125 


3,527 

471 

18 


23,433 
18 


28,920 
127 


747 
5 


2,906 
2,061 

754 
170 
535 
610 
1,813 
865 


9,714 


4,914 
366 
11,178 
895 
10,467 
1,348 

3,186 
45,663 
2,072 


80,089 


1,658 
7,763 
1,112 
17,787 
2,316 
1,518 


874 
5 


14,221 


120,913 


108,014 


14,822 


122,836 


1/  Grain  equivalent.    2/  Less  than 

Compiled  from  the  Trade  of  Canada, 
ment  of  Commerce,  Ottawa,  Canada. 


500  bushels 

Dominion  Bureau  of  Statistics,  Depart- 
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PORTUGAL'S  1958  WHEAT 
CROP  NEARS  RECORD 

Portugal's  1958  wheat  production  is  now  estimated  at  27. k  million  bushels, 
a  better  outturn  than  was  expected  earlier  in  the  season.    The  1958  crop  is  7  per- 
cent under  the  record  crop  of  2^.k  million  bushels  in  1957.    Acreage  was  about 
the  same  in  the  two  years,  indicating  a  poorer  per-acre  yield  in  1958. 

Since  the  support  price  for  wheat  is  fixed  at  about  50  percent  above  the 
world  price,  a  wheat  crop  of  the  size  harvested  means  relative  prosperity  for 
Portugal's  farmers  again  this  year.    Production  of  feed  grains  other  than  corn 
was  also  large,  but  the  corn  crop  was  below  the  10-year  average. 

EGYPT'S  COTTON  EXPORTS 
DROP  SLIGHTLY 

Egypt's  cotton  exports  during  the  first  3  months  (August-October)  of  the 
1958-59  marketing  season  were  250,000  bales  (500  pounds  gross),  down  k  percent 
from  exports  of  260,000  bales  a  year  earlier. 

The  U.S.S.R.  was  the  largest  single  buyer  of  Egyptian  cotton  during  the 
period,  followed  by  Czechoslovakia  and  Spain.    Communist  countries  received  57 
percent  of  Egypt's  total  exports,  compared  with  ^3  percent  during  August -October 
1957-    The  United  Kingdom  received  the  first  direct  exports  from  Egypt  since  the 
Suez  conflict,  indicating  that  trade  restrictions  between  these  two  countries 
have  eased  somewhat. 

Quantities  exported  to  principal  destinations  during  August -October  1958, 
with  comparable  1957  figures  in  parentheses,  were:    the  U.S.S.R.  79;>000  bales 
(^3,000);  Czechoslovakia  ^0,000  ( 19,000);  Spain  16,000  (5,000);  Communist  China 
15,000  (15,000);  France  1^,000  (^2,000);  Poland  1^,000  (10,000);  Italy  11,000 
(13,000);  the  United  Kingdom  11,000  (0);  and  Hungary  10,000  (2,000). 

Cotton  exports  from  Egypt  in  the  1957-58  season  totaled  1,256,000  bales, 
up  36  percent  from  the  92k, 000  bales  exported  in  195^-57 •    Sixty-one  percent 
of  the  1957-58  exports  moved  to  Communist  countries,  compared  with  55  percent 
in  the  previous  season. 

Egypt  continues  to  rely  heavily  on  barter  and  discounts  in  an  effort  to 
promote  cotton  sales.    A  good  part  of  Egypt's  exports  move  under  barter  deals 
with  Western  European,  Asian,  and  Communist  countries. 

The  second  official  estimate  for  Egypt's  1958-59  cotton  crop  is  2,038,000 
bales  (Foreign  Crops  and  Markets,  December  15,  1958).    This  is  an  increase  of  10 
percent  from  1957-58  production~~of  l,86l,000  bales,  and  is  the  largest  crop  since 
1937-38,  except  for  the  2,0^7,000  bales  grown  in  1952-53.    Most  of  the  increase 
this  season  is  in  extra-long  staple  Menoufi  production,  which  is  expected  to  be 
up  79  percent  from  last  year.    Because  of  the  larger  crop  of  extra-long  staples 
and  a  weaker  demand,  cotton  stocks  at  the  end  of  the  current  season  are  expected 
to  be  considerably  above  the  595>000  bales  held  on  August  1,  1958. 
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Egypt  has  recently  announced  lower  acreage  goals  for  1959-60.    The  government 
is  said  to  he  seeking  an  overall  acreage  reduction  of  13  percent- -from  1,977*000 
acres  in  1958-59  to  1,713,000  acres  in  1959-60.    Most  of  the  reduction  will  he  in 
extra-long  staple  varieties.    The  goal  set  for  Karnak  acreage  is  52  percent  helow 
this  year,  while  Menoufi  acreage  will  he  down  10  percent.    Long-staple  Ashmouni 
acreage  will  also  he  10  percent  lower.    Medium-long  staple  Giza,  which  is  in  better 
demand,  will  he  more  than  doubled  in  1959-60.    Achievement  of  this  goal  will  depend 
on  the  government's  ability  to  supervise  and  enforce  acreage  controls. 

Cotton  consumption  in  Egypt  continues  its  steady  upward  trend.    Last  season 
1^5,000  bales  were  used,  an  increase  of  6  percent  from  the  ^-18,000  bales  consumed 
in  1956-57*    A  further  increase  of  about  5  "to  10  percent  is  expected  in  the  current 
season.    Although  use  of  extra-long  staple  varieties  is  increasing  in  Egypt,  long- 
staple  Ashmouni  still  accounts  for  around  two-thirds  of  total  cotton  used. 

Prices  of  Egyptian  extra-long  staple  cotton  on  world  markets,  now  at  postwar 
lows,  have  declined  as  much  as  50  cents  a  pound  since  January  1957 •  and  20  cents 
a  pound  since  January  1958.    On  January  22,  1959 >  Egyptian  Karnak,  Fully  Good,  was 
quoted  at  33 >0k  cents  a  pound  c.i.f.  Liverpool.    This  is  nearly  29  cents  a  pound 
below  comparable  American  Egyptian,  and  more  than  1  cent  below  SM  1-1/8"  American 
upland  cotton. 


MEXICO  TO  REDUCE 
COTTON  EXPORT  TAX 

Mexico  has  announced  a  reduction  in  the  ad  valorem  export  tax  on  cotton, 
effective  July  1,  1959;  in  all  the  major  cotton-growing  districts. 

The  tax  reportedly  will  be  reduced  from  22  percent  to  16  percent  in  the  states 
of  Sonora  and  Sinaloa,  and  from  22  percent  to  10  percent  in  Chihuahua,  Tamaulipas, 
Nuevo  Leon,  Durango,  and  Coahuila.    In  Baja  California  and  the  San  Luis  Colorado 
District  of  Northwestern  Sonora  the  tax  will  be  reduced  from  16  percent  to  10 
percent. 


U.  S.  COTTON  LINTERS  IMPORTS 
DECLINE  IN  OCTOBER 

U.  S.  imports  of  cotton  linters,  mostly  felting  qualities,  were  11,000  bales 
(500  pounds  gross)  in  October  1958,  down  considerably  from  imports  of  23,000  in 
September,  although  the  same  as  imports  in  October  1957 •    Imports  during  August- 
October  1959  totaled  U6,000  bales,  compared  with  27,000  bales  in  the  corresponding 
1957  period. 

Principal  sources  of  linters  imports  during  August-October  1958,  with  com- 
parable 1957  figures  in  parentheses,  were:    Mexico  36,000  bales  (17,000);  El 
Salvador  U,000  (1,000);  Nicaragua  3,000  (1,000);  and  the  U.S.S.R.  2,000  (k,000). 


26 


Foreign  Crops  and  Markets 


Vol.  78,  No.  5 


WORLD  COTTON  PRICES 
CONTINUE  DOWNTREND 

Prices  of  upland  type  cotton  in  world  markets  have  declined  since 
January  1958  by  as  much  as  7  "to  9  cents  a  pound  for  some  foreign  growths, 
and  2  to  h  cents  for  most  U.S.  qualities.    Prices  of  some  foreign  growths 
of  extra-long  staple  cotton  are  20  cents  a  pound  below  a  year  ago. 

Prices  in  import  markets  declined  rather  steadily  during  the  first  5 
months  of  1958,  reflecting  weaker  demand  for  cotton  in  most  importing 
countries.    The  weaker  demand  was  brought  about  by  declining  consumption, 
increased  stocks  of  textiles,  and  prospects  for  larger  cotton  production 
in  1958-59*    Larger  carryover  stocks  in  some  exporting  countries  were  also 
a  factor  contributing  to  the  weaker  market. 

In  June,  prices  began  dropping  sharply  as  it  became  more  evident  that 
the  1958-59  world  crop  would  be  at  a  record  or  near-record  level.    As  new- 
crop  cotton  began  moving  into  the  market  in  volume,  prices  were  further 
depressed. 

Efforts  to  move  the  larger  supplies  in  the  face  of  weaker  demand  in 
importing  countries  caused  prices  of  some  qualities  of  foreign  upland-type 
cotton  to  fall  more  than  7  cents  a  pound  from  June  1958  to  January  1959- 
Some  foreign  qualities  are  currently  quoted  at  longtime  low  prices,  ranging 
from  about  h  cents  to  over  6  cents  a  pound  below  comparable  qualities  of 
U.S.  cotton. 

Prices  for  foreign  extra-long  staple  cotton  declined  substantially  in 
1958  as  it  became  apparent  that  large  1958-59  crops,  especially  in  Egypt 
and  Sudan,  would  further  increase  the  world  surplus  of  this  type  of  cotton. 
In  some  cases  foreign  producers  of  extra-long  staple  growths  reduced  export 
taxes,  increased  discounts,  and  engaged  in  barter  transactions  in  an  effort 
to  stimulate  lagging  sales.    Foreign  extra-long  staple  cotton  is  now  quoted 
substantially  below  prices  of  American  Egyptian,  and  some  foreign  growths 
are  even  priced  below  high  quality  U.S.  upland  cotton. 

In  recent  months,  most  importing  countries  have  shifted  substantially 
from  U.S.  cotton  to  lower-priced  foreign  growths.     During  the  first  k  months 
(August -November)  of  the  current  season  the  United  States  exported  a  total 
of  916,000  running  bales,  compared  with  exports  of  1,72^,000  bales  in  the 
same  period  a  year  earlier.    This  is  a  decline  of  k"]  percent. 

Supplies  from  the  record  1958-59  world  crop,  now  estimated  at  hk,l 
million  bales,  are  continuing  to  exert  pressure  on  the  market.     In  view  of 
the  large  supplies  of  lower-priced  foreign  cotton,  U.S.  cotton  exports 
probably  will  be  less  than  3*5  million  running  bales  in  the  current  season, 
compared  with  5«T  million  in  1957-58. 
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U.  S.  COTTON  IMPORTS 
INCREASE  IN  1958-59 

U.S.  imports  of  cotton  (for  consumption)  during  the  first  3  months  (August- 
October)  of  the  1958-59  season  amounted  to  121,000  hales  of  500  pounds  gross 
weight,  compared  with  55,000  bales  in  the  corresponding  months  of  1957 •    Most  of 
this  year's  increase  was  accounted  for  by  larger  imports  from  Egypt  and  Peru  under 
the  long-staple  global  quota. 

Imports  in  October  1958  were  12,000  bales,  near  the  October  1957  level  but 
considerably  below  the  23,000  bales  imported  in  September.    Most  of  the  October 
imports  consisted  of  upland  type  Mexican  cotton  stapling  l-l/8  inches  or  more, 
imported  under  the  long-staple  global  quota,  with  a  smaller  quantity  stapling 
under  l-l/8  inches  imported  under  the  country  quota.    The  annual  country  quota  for 
Mexico  of  8,883,259  pounds  (about  18,500  bales  of  500  pounds  gross)  for  cotton 
stapling  under  l-l/8  inches  was  fully  subscribed  on  September  20,  the  opening  day 
of  the  1958-59  quota  year.    The  global  quota  for  long-staple  (cotton  over  l-l/8 
inches)  for  the  current  long-staple  quota  year,  beginning  August  1,  1958,  was 
fully  subscribed  by  early  September,  except  for  a  small  quantity  of  Tanguis  type. 

COTTON:    U.  S.  imports  by  country  of  origin,  averages  1935-39  an<3-  1950-5^+, 
annual  1956  and  1957,  and  August -October  1957  and  1958 
 (Bales  of  500  pounds  gross )  


Year  beginning  August  1 


Country  of  origin 


Average  l/ 


:1935-39  :1950-5^ 


1956 


1957 


August -October 
1957    :  1958 


■1,000  bales 


Aden  

Brazil  

China,  Mainland  

United  Arab  Rep.  (Egypt) 


Mexico  , 

Pakistan  , 

Peru  , 

Sudan  , 

U.S.S.R  , 

Other  countries, 


Total  5/  :  6/  185 


0 

:  0 

0 

0 

0 

:  1 

3 

:  2/ 

2  ■ 

1 

0 

:  1 

31 

:  0 

0 

0 

0 

:  0 

63 

83 

82  - 

30  - 

15 

:  58 

3/  67 

:  29 

:  k 

:  8 

2/ 

!  1 

23 

15 

22 

7^ 

32 

:  33 

3/ 

:  8 

:  16 

13  : 

k 

:  1 

1 

:  13 

:         8  • 

lk 

3 

:  25 

:  2 

:  3 

'       2/  - 

2/ 

:  1 

5 

:  2/ 

:  0 

:  0 

0 

:  0 

0 

2 

:  2/ 

1 

1 

:  0 

6/  185 

152 

:  7/  137 

:  Ihi 

55 

121 

bales.    3/  Pakistan  included  with  India  prior  to  partition  in  19^-7  •    V  Included 
with  Egypt  prior  to  19^-2.     5/  Includes  small  quantities  which  are  reexported  each 
year.    6/  Column  does  not  add  to  total  due  to  partial  averages.    7/  Includes  the 
equivalent  of  V7,132  bales  (500  lb.  gr.  wt.)  of  Egyptian  cotton  released  from  the 
national  stockpile  of  extra  long  staple  cotton  and  entered  under  the  import  quota 
on  July  31,  1957. 


Compiled  from  official  records  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census. 
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